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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

The following Listing of Claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in 
the present application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A breathing apparatus comprising: 

a tank adapted to contain air under pressure operati vely associated with a regulator to 
enable deli very of said pressurized air to a user of said apparatus during a clean air mode; 

a filter filt e r / c an i st er system adapted to enable ambient air to pass through a filter 
medium to deliver filtered ai r to said user of said apparatus during a filtered air mode, the 
filter medium having a mesh that i s sufficient to one of trap solid particles in ambient air 
a nd /or to and enable ambient air in need of cleaning to ha ve a residence time in contact with 
media that is sufficient to decontaminate contaminating vapors and gases from said ambient 
air to form clean air; 

means for moving a dapted-to mov e said ambient air into said filter system, through 
said filter medium in said filter system and thence into operative relationship with a user of 
the apparatus during [[a]] said filtered air mode; 

a valve assembly operatively associated with said filter system and said tank that is 
adapted to control the flow of cleaned air from said filter system in said filtered mode and 
pressurized air from said tank in said clean air mode, such that said pressurized air supplied 
from said tank actuates said valve assembly from the filtered mode to the clean air mode[[.]]; 
and 

a first switch operably coupled to the tank for ena bling switching between the clean 
air mode and the filtered air mode. 

2. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 further comprising 
plural filter filter/decontamination elements. 

3. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a 
face mask adapted to tightly fit a wearer user. 
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4. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 3 wherein the valve 
assembly includes a first conduit between said tank and said face mask, a second conduit 
between said filter filter/canister system and said face mask, and one or more valves 
operatively associated with said first and second conduits adapted to control the flow of 
cleaned air from said filter f Uto/eani^tar system or air from said tank to said user. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Previously Presented) An apparatus as claimed in claim 3, further comprising a 
one way exhaust valve operatively associated with said face mask. 

7. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 19, wherein the second 
switch is user actuatable. 

8. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as claimed in claim 19, wherein the switch is 
coupled to the valve assembly to energize the moving means when the valve assembly is set 
to control the flow of cleaned air from the filter system and to de-energize the mo v ing means 
for moving when the valve assembly is set to control pressurized air from the pressure tank. 
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9. (Currently Amended) A breathing apparatus comprising; 
a tank adapted to contain air under pressure; 

a regulator coupled to the tank to enable delivery of said pressurized air to a user of 
the apparatus in a clean air mode ; 

a filter system adapted to enable ambient air to pass through a filter medium; 

a powered air flow unit that forces ambient air into said filter system, and through said 
filter medium [[and]] to deliver filtered air into operative relationship with [[a]] said user of 
the apparatus in a filtered air mode ; [[and]] 

a valve assembly operatively associated with said filter system and said tank such that 
the pressurized air from said tank engages the valve assembly to move the valve assembly 
from a filtered air position in the filtered air mode , whereby the filter system delivers filtered 
air to the user, to a clean air position in the clean air mode , whereby the tank delivers 
pressurized air to the userff.]] ; and 

a first switch operably connected to the tank for enabling switching between the clean 
air mode and the filtered air mode, 

10. (Currently Amended) The breathing apparatus of claim 9, further including a 
face mask adapted to tightly fit a wearer user fluidly coupled to the valve assembly. 

1 1 . (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 10, wherein the filter 
medium includes a mesh that is sufficient to trap solid particles in ambient air. 

12. (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 10, wherein the filter 
medium includes a media that is sufficient to decontaminate contaminating vapors and gases 
from ambient air. 

1 3 . (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 10, wherein the valve 

assembly includes a first conduit disposed between said tank and said face mask, a second 
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conduit disposed between said filter assembly and said face mask, and one or more valves 
operatively associated with said first and second conduits to control the flow of cleaned air 
from said filter assembly or air from said tank to said face mask. 

14. (Currently Amended) The breathing apparatus of claim 10, wherein the filter 
medium includes plural fi]ter,#lter/ d ec ontamination elements. 

15. (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 10, further comprising a 
one way exhaust valve operatively associated with said face mask. 

16. (Currently Amended) The breathing apparatus of cl aim 22, wherein the second 
switch is coupled to the valve assembly to energize the powered air flow unit when the valve 
assembly controls the flow of cleaned air from the filter system and to de-energize the 
powered air flow unit when the valve assembly controls pressurized air from the pressure 
tank. 

17. (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 4, wherein the one or 
more valves of the valve assembly comprises a valve operatively connected to said second 
conduit such that said pressurized air supplied from said tank during said clean air mode 
engages and closes said valve. 

18. (Currently Amended) The breathing apparatus of claim 4, wherein said first 
conduit is connected directly between said regulator and said face mask and said second 
conduit is connected directly between said filter fUter/ea ni s te r system and said face mask. 

19. (Currently Amended) The breathing apparatus of claim 1, further comprising a 
second switch associated with the means for moving te-move and coupled to the valve 
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assembly, the second switch adapted to control energization of the moving means for moving 
in conjunction with operation of the valve assembly. 

20. (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 13, wherein the one or 
more valves of the valve assembly comprises a valve operatively connected to said second 
conduit such that said pressurized air supplied from said tank during said clean air mode 
engages and closes said valve. 

21. (Previously Presented) The breathing apparatus of claim 13, wherein said first 
conduit is connected directly between said regulator and said face mask and said second 
conduit is connected directly between said filter assembly and said face mask. 

22. (Currently Amended) The breathing apparatus of claim 9, further comprising a 
second switch associated with the powered air flow unit, the second switch adapted to control 
energization of the powered air flow unit in conjunction with the operation of the valve 
assembly. 

23. (New) The breathing apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first switch comprises a 
manually operable valve of the regulator. 

24. (New) The breathing apparatus of claim 9, wherein the first switch comprises a 
manually operable valve of the regulator. 
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